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Educational Presentation: Snakebite Awareness for Dog Owners (by Michelle Bell)
Michelle presented a detailed and important talk based on her experience with multiple 
venomous snake bites in her dog, Bullet.

Key Snake Species in VA/MD
Timber rattlesnake – most dangerous
Cottonmouth (water moccasin)
Eastern copperhead – most common

Signs of Snakebite
Rapid swelling, often within 15–30 minutes Puncture wounds (sometimes hidden) Pain, limping, lethargy 
Drooling (very common)
Neurological signs in severe cases (trembling, disorientation) Immediate Care
Go to a vet immediately
Even copperhead bites can cause delayed liver or kidney failure.

Treatment
Bloodwork (clotting, liver, kidneys) IV fluids, pain medication
Wound care, monitoring
Antivenom (now more accessible and much faster to administer):
VenomVet Plus (refrigerated liquid)
Rattler (thawed in 5 min)
Most effective within 6 hours, but still beneficial up to 72 hours.

The Case of Bullet
Bitten by an entire nest of baby copperheads.
Over 20 facial bites, additional bites on leg and chest. Had seizures, coagulation issues.
Treated with two vials of antivenom, laser therapy, daily vet care. Fully recovered thanks to rapid treatment.

Other Cases
Michelle discussed 3 additional dogs who developed fatal delayed liver failure from copperhead bites
when antivenom was not administered.

Prevention
Clear brush, woodpiles, tarps Keep grass short
Control rodents
Avoid woods/brush during August–September (baby snake season) Teach recall
Consider snake avoidance training where available Resources Provided
Links to:
Antivenin Locator
Snake identification – check with your state Dept of Natural Resources
National Snakebite Support Group
Snake Avoidance Training Methods
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